
Fanon on the psychology of colonisation

1 The construction of ’blackness’

‘[...] the black soul is a white man’s artefact’ (Black Skin, White Masks,
Introduction, p. 7)

‘Somewhat later I read white books and little by little I take into myself
the prejudices, the myths, the folklore that have come to me from Europe’
(Black Skin, White Masks, chapter 7, p. 162).

‘Shame. Shame and self-contempt. Nausea. When people like me, they
tell me it is in spite of my color. When they dislike me, they point out
that it is not because of my color’ (Black Skin, White Masks, chapter 5, p.
95)

Questions: What are the processes that Fanon is describing in
these passages? Can you think of any other examples of what
Fanon describes? Is he correct to think about ‘blackness’ and
‘whiteness’ in the way he does? What is the relation of this to
his views of colonialism?

2 Resisting colonisation

‘Decolonisation is always a violent phenomenon’ (The Wretched of the
Earth, chapter 1, p. 27)

‘When the native hears a speech about Western culture he pulls out his
knife — or at least he makes sure it is within reach. The violence with
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which the supremacy of white values is affirmed and the aggressiveness
which has permeated the victory of those values mean that, in revenge,
the native laughs in mockery when Western values are mentioned in
front of him. In the colonial context the settler only ends his work of
breaking in the native when the latter admits loudly and intelligibly the
supremacy of the white man’s values’ (The Wretched of the Earth, chapter
1, p. 33)

‘The national political parties never lay stress upon the necessity of a
trial of armed strength, for the good reason that their objective is not the
radical overthrowing of the system’ (The Wretched of the Earth, chapter 1,
p. 46)

Questions: Why does Fanon believe that decolonisation must
always be violent? Is he correct to believe that? Fanon believes
that it is only the worst-off in a colonial country (what he calls
the lumpenproletariat) who can be responsible for overcoming
colonisation. Why is that?

3 Further questions

1. Under what circumstances is it permissible to use violence? Are there
any good reasons for being fully pacifist?

2. ‘[...] the realisation by the colonised peoples that [reparations are] their
due, and the realisation by the capitalist powers that in fact they must pay’
(The Wretched of the Earth, chapter 1, p. 81).

How should reparations payments be determined for the damages of
colonisation? Given that no such reparations have been paid, what are
the appropriate measures to take now? Should reparations be paid as a
remedy for historic injustices (you might also want to think of the legacy
of the Atlantic slave trade when answering this question)?


	The construction of 'blackness'
	Resisting colonisation
	Further questions

