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Questions/comments to start the class



Recap

We saw last week that...

1 In the state of nature individuals are equal, resources are
scarce, and we are driven by the natural impulse to preserve
ourselves.

2 In this situation, each wants security but the rational way of
achieving that is by pre-emptively attacking others.

3 The state of nature is a state of war between individuals.

4 The result is that the state of nature is a miserable condition
(where life is nasty, brutish and short).

This week: getting out of the state of nature! But before that...



Reading Hobbes

Activity: Read the following passage. What is Hobbes saying?
Speak to someone near you to work it out. Make sure to define
key terms.

“And he that maketh a covenant with the author by mediation
of the actor, not knowing what authority he hath, but only takes
his word, in case such authority not be made manifest unto him
upon demand, is no longer obliged; for the covenant made with
the author is not valid without his counter-assurance. But if
he that so covenanteth knew beforehand he was to expect no
other assurance than the actor’s word, then is the covenant
valid, because the actor in this case maketh himself the author.
And therefore, as when the authority is evident the covenant
obligeth the author, not the actor, so when the authority is
feigned it obligeth the actor only, there being no author but
himself” (Leviathan XVI.8).



Reading Hobbes

“And he that maketh a covenant with the author by mediation
of [their representative], not knowing what authority [the repre-
sentative] hath, but only takes his word, in case such authority
not be [demonstrated] unto [the person talking to the represen-
tative] upon demand, [the person talking to the representative]
is no longer obliged [to respect the covenant]; for the covenant
made with the author is not valid without his counter-assurance.

But if he that so covenanteth knew beforehand he was to expect
no other assurance than the actor’s word, then is the covenant
valid, because the [the representative] in this case [is acting on
his own behalf].

And therefore, • when the authority is evident the covenant
obligeth the author, not [their representative], • when the au-
thority is feigned it obligeth [the representative] only, [because
he is acting on his own behalf]” (Leviathan XVI.8).



Back to getting out of the state of nature...

For Hobbes we get out of the state of nature by contracting
together in order to form a sovereign who uses its power to keep us
in check.

“This is more than consent, or concord; it is a real unity of them
all, in one and the same person, made by covenant of every man
with every man, in such manner as if every man should say to
every man I authorise and give up my right of governing myself to
this man, or to this assembly of men, on this condition, that thou
give up they right to him, and authorise all his actions in like
manner.” (Leviathan XVII.13)



Important to keep in mind

• The sovereign isn’t party to the contract.

• We contract to give up our natural liberty in favour of
protection under law.

• The sovereign is the actor of actions that we have authored.
This means that the sovereign cannot wrong us.

• “The end of obedience is protection”. This means that we
don’t have to obey if we aren’t protected.



Worries for Hobbes

Activity: Pick one or two of these worries (or choose your own).
Discuss them with someone close to you.

• Hobbes claims that the condition in the state of nature
justifies absolute sovereignty. Is this justified? Explain.

• “The end of obedience is protection”. Who decides when we
are not being protected anymore? What implications does this
have for Hobbes’ view?

• Hobbes thinks that contracts made under duress are still valid.
Is he right about this?


