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Questions/comments to start the class



Questions: What is feminism? Do you take yourself to be a feminist?
What are the most important issues facing feminism today?



Pateman on the sexual contract

“Women have no part in the original [social] contract, but they are not
left behind in the state of nature – that would defeat the purpose of the
sexual contract! Women are incorporated into a sphere that both is and
is not in civil society. The private sphere is part of civil society but is
separated from the ‘civil’ sphere.” (Pateman The Sexual Contract, 11).

“To tell the story of the sexual contract is to show how sexual difference,
what it is to be a ‘man’ or ‘woman’, and the construction of sexual
difference as political difference, is central to civil society” (Pateman The
Sexual Contract, 16).

Questions: What is the sexual contract? Explain this concept with
reference to one of the thinkers that we’ve looked at on the course.
What should we do about the sexist ideas that permeate the history of
political thought?



The patriarchal welfare state

Pateman traces the influence of the social contract tradition to the
welfare state, in which women:

• are excluded from the public sphere;

• are expected to take on care roles in the home;

• do not earn a living wage, since they are expected to be supported
by men;

• and are thereby denied full citizenship.



Wollstonecraft’s dilemma

“The extremely difficult problem faced by women in their attempt to win
full citizenship I shall call ‘Wollstonecraft’s dilemma’. The dilemma is
that the two routes toward citizenship that women have pursued are
mutually incompatible within the confines of the patriarchal welfare state,
and, within that context, they are impossible to achieve. [...] On the one
hand, they have demanded that the ideal of citizenship be extended to
them, and the liberal-feminist agenda for a ‘gender-neutral’ social world
is the logical conclusion of one form of this demand. On the other hand,
women have also insisted, often simultaneously, as did Mary
Wollstonecraft, that as women they have specific capacities, talents,
needs and concerns, so that the expression of their citizenship will be
differentiated from that of men” (Pateman ‘The Patriarchal Welfare
State’, 196-7).



Questions: How do you think Wollstonecraft’s dilemma should be
resolved? What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of each
horn of the dilemma? How does your preferred solution alter what we
think feminism should aspire to?



Zerilli’s 4 feminist projects

• “(1) to expose the absence of women from, or their denigrated
status in, canonical discussions of politics;

• (2) to integrate women into the very categories of political
membership from which they had been originally excluded;

• (3) to show that women cannot be so integrated because their
exclusion is constitutive of those very categories;

• (4) to draw the consequences of this impossible inclusion and
reconstitute the categories of politics anew” (‘Feminist Theory and
the Canon of Political Thought’, 106-7).

Questions: How do these projects relate to each other? Which, if any,
do you think that we should adopt? If you believe that we should adopt
(4), how might we accomplish this reconstitution?



Further questions

• What is intersectionality and why does it matter?

• Do differences between women pose a problem for feminism as a
political movement?

• What should the conditions for full citizenship be?

• What are the similarities and differences of discussions surrounding
race and gender?

• Any other questions you want to discuss.


