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Questions/comments to start the class



The construction of ‘blackness’

‘[...] the black soul is a white man’s artefact’ (BSWM, p. 7).

‘[...] it is apparent to me that the effective disalienation of the black man
entails an immediate recognition of social and economic realities. If there
is an inferiority complex, it is the outcome of a double process:

—primarily, economic;
—subsequently, the internalisation—or, better, the epi-dermalisation of
this inferiority’ (BSWM, p. 7).

‘[...] I begin to suffer from not being a white man to the degree that the
white man imposes discrimination on me, makes me a colonised native,
robs me of all worth, all individuality, tells me that I am a parasite of the
world [...]. Then I will quite simply try to make myself white: that is, I
will compel the white man to acknowledge that I am human’ (BSWM,
79-80).



Internalised racism

‘The middle class in the Antilles never speak Creole except to their
servants. In school the children of Martinique are taught to scorn the
dialect. On avoids Creolisms. Some families completely forbid the use of
Creole, and mothers ridicule their children for speaking it (BSWM, p.
10).

‘Somewhat later I read white books and little by little I take into myself
the prejudices, the myths, the folklore that have come to me from
Europe’ (BSWM, chapter 7, p. 162).

Questions: What is the significance of language to Fanon’s analysis of
race? What role does internalised racism play in his understanding of
colonialism?



Colonialism as a total project

‘Colonialism is not satisfied merely with holding a people in its grip and
emptying the native’s brain of all form and content. By a kind of
perverted logic, it turns the past of the oppressed people, and distorts,
disfigures, destroys it’ (The Wretched of the Earth, p. 169)

Question: What does it mean to say that colonialism is a total project?



The need for violence

‘Decolonisation is always a violent phenomenon’ (The Wretched of the
Earth, p. 27)

‘The national political parties never lay stress upon the necessity of a trial
of armed strength, for the good reason that their objective is not the
radical overthrowing of the system.’ (The Wretched of the Earth, p. 46)

‘The peasantry is systematically disregarded for the most part by the
propaganda put out by the nationalist parties. And it is clear that in the
colonial countries the peasants alone are revolutionary, for they have
nothing to lose and everything to gain. The starving peasant, outside the
class system, is the first among the exploited to discover that only
violence pays’ (The Wretched of the Earth, p. 47)

Questions: Why does Fanon believe that decolonisation must always
be violent? Is he right? What sorts of actions does that justify? Why
does Fanon rely on the peasants for revolutionary action?



What would Fanon say about the violence in BLM
protests?


